March 29,2007 Mission Bus Tour

The day began at Memorial Presbyterian Church oeRix with an informative
presentation oMorning Star New Church Developmentlocated in Surprise.
Morning Star takes its name from two sources inBiide. Jesus describes himself as
the "bright Morning Star" (Revelation 22:16). Thelsor of a letter of
encouragement to first century followers of Jeggesius to pay careful attention to
God's promises "until the day dawns and the morsiagrises in your hearts"

(2 Peter 1:19). People from neighboring churches leen visioning and planning
this project for ten years. Regional and natiowanections provide generous and continuing
encouragement, guidance and financial support. & Poling is the organizing pastor.

At Fort McDowell Presbyterian Church, on the Fort
McDowell Indian Reservation, church elders gavekgemund
on the church and provided insight into their vamainistry.
Built in 1906, this historic church is one of thdest in the
community. The brush arbor was built in 1929 bdhire
church for outdoor services and camp meetingstetiisg to the
elders, exploring the church and cemetery grouadle gs an
important glimpse into the Yavapai community.

Next stop was the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indi@sdRvation, located on the east side of
Scottsdale, to visiBalt River Presbyterian Church. Church elders
greeted us with a grand and delicious lunch bufiatring this time
of fellowship, elders shared stories about the dhigrrich history
and ministry. Salt River PC celebrated its centdrin 2000. It is
the result of Charles Cook’s early mission workheTurrent
sanctuary and manse were built in the 1970s. &hetsary is a
twelve-sided building, effectively making the waiskpace circular.
This design was a result of the architect’s coltabion with church
elders to incorporate Pima culture. Bob Lewisetimh Associate for
Native American Ministries, provided helpful backgnd on the rich
heritage of our Native Indian Churches.

Upon return tdMemorial Presbyterian Church, Rev. David Hicks and Martha Esther Lopez de
Garcia demonstrated aspects of multicultural wersind how they present the message in both
English and Spanish. Memorial Presbyterian wasrizgd in 1954 and has gone through the
transition from suburban to urban. The neighbod@mund it has changed dramatically over
the years. In the spirit of transformation Membhias embraced the growing Latino population
in the community and they have invited an existiagino Presbyterian Fellowship to become
members of one multicultural congregation. Memar@wv offers both English and Spanish
language services, with the entire congregationimgrogether regularly to celebrate the Lord’'s
Supper, Baptisms, Christian Education, and otHEniship events. While there are cultural
language challenges, they fade in light of God&satgr truth: we are one in Christ.

Rev. José Olagues, Associate Executive for Contjorgd Resourcing, opened and closed the
day with prayer. The mission bus tour providedhgaarticipant with a deeper appreciation of the
richness of blessings we share through our cultlivalrsity and covenant community.



